236    WIVES  OF   HENRY THE   EIGHTH
missioners were sent, one after the other, to extort,
by   force  if   necessary,   the   oath   of   Katharine's
lady attendants to  the Act  of  Succession,  much
to the Queen's distress.1   At length, tired of wait-
ing,  the ambassador told Cromwell  that  he  was
determined to  start at once; which he  did two
days later, on the  i6th  July.    With  a  train  of
sixty horsemen, his own household and Spaniards
resident   in   England,   he   rode   through   London
towards   the   eastern   counties,   ostensibly   on   a
religious pilgrimage to Our Lady of Walsingham.
Riding   through    the   leafy   lanes   of   Hertford-
shire in the full summer tide, solaced by music,
minstrelsy,  and   the   quaint   antics   of   Chapuys*
fool, the party were surprised on the second day
of their journey to see gallop past them on the
road Stephen Vaughan, one of the King's officers
who spoke  Spanish;   and  later,   when   they had
arrived within  a  few  miles  of   Kimbolton,   they
were met by the same man, accompanied this time
by   a humble servitor of  Katharine, bringing  to
the  pilgrims  wine   and  provisions  in  abundance,
but also the ill news that the King had ordered
that Chapuys was to be forbidden access to the
Queen.    The ambassador  was   exceedingly  indig-
nant.    He did not wish to  offend the  King,  he
said, but, having come so far and being now in
the immediate neighbourhood, he would not return
unsuccessful without an effort   to   obtain a more
1 Bedingfield and Tyrell were instructed in May 1534 to inform
Katharine that the appeal she had made that her Spanish servants should
not be penalised for refusing to take the oath to the new Act of Succession
had been rejected, but licenses for the Spaniards to stay with their mistress
on the old footing were soon afterwards given. (Calendar Henry VIII.
May 1534-)